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We care about where we live!



Iôve heard of that vaguely, what does it do?
ÅNeighbourhood Forums are a construct of Local Government in England 

and are defined in the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as a body 
that organises the production of a Neighbourhood Development Plan 
(NDP).

ÅA committee with a minimum of 21 local people applies through a 
planning application to the Local Authority for designation within a 
defined area.

ÅMill Hill Forum is now applying to Barnet Council for a new designation 
to complete the extensive work done from 2014 to date, to deliver the 
NDP and then to manage its implementation
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Neighbourhood Planning started in 2012

ÅLocal communities are now able to influence how they 
wish their local area to develop

ÅThey can put in place a vision for the future of the area 
in which they live for the next 10-20 years

ÅItôs a democratic measure, expressed through the 
production of a Neighbourhood Development Plan 
(NDP)
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What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

ÅItôs a framework to guide the future development, 
regeneration and conservation of an area
ÅUse and development of land

ÅPlanning policy

ÅProposals for improvement of the area

ÅProviding new facilities

ÅAllocation of certain key sites

ÅAll in close collaboration with the Councilôs planning team
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Who can be a member?

ÅAnyone who lives in the designated area

ÅAnyone who has a business here

ÅThe Forum is managed by a steering committee of at 
least 21 local people and may include 1 or more 
councillors from the two wards, of Mill Hill & Hale

ÅThe Forum is strictly a non-political organisation
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This is the area to be designated

NW7 is the largest postcode 

geographically in London

Population  2011 = 26747

Population  2028 = 34302

+ 28%

Growth is 40% in Mill Hill ward!
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A Forum is not simply a Pressure Group
-Not just a talking shop!
ÅIt is designated for a 5 year period by the Local Authority

ÅIt enables communities to take the lead in their 
neighbourhood by producing part of the statutory 
development guidance for the area

ÅNeighbourhood Plans have legal force

ÅSits alongside the Councilôs ñLocal Planò and below the London 
Plan and the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
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Real Influence!

ÅThe Forum is required above all, to engage with the 
local community groups. Thatôs why Iôm here today.

ÅWe welcome suggestions re engagement with local 
groups.

ÅWe need your input
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The Process.

ÅCommunity involvement & engagement  ã

ÅIdentify key issues and themes. Prioritise. Develop key aims ã
ÅCompose and finalise the Neighbourhood Development Plan

ÅSubmit to Local Authority

ÅIndependent examination and report

ÅPublicise

ÅPublic referendum

ÅThe Plan is ñMadeò
ÅMonitoring after the event
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What have we done to-date?

ÅNDP is 90% complete!

ÅReviewed most planning applications over last 5 years and 

commented where necessary. 

ÅResponded to many consultations issued by Council, Mayor of 

London & Central Government

ÅIntervened and contributed in several projects

See following examples

ÅActed as a Focus Group for Barnet Council

Å£274k investment in Mill Hill to date + Volunteer time

We care about where we live!                                                      © Copyright Strictly Reserved



Breakdown of Investment in Mill Hill

ÅSalcombe Gardens £60k

ÅPocket Park (Town Sq) £30k

ÅStep Free Access MHB £65k

ÅMarket Infrastructure £10k

ÅNW7Hub Architects £39k

ÅCar Park Daws Lane £20k

ÅGrants for NDP £ 23k

ÅReports Commissioned £27K
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Plus volunteer time!



Step-Free Access
ÅAt Mill Hill East ïLobbied TfL through Andrew Dismore-GLA Member

Now being implemented!

ÅAt Mill Hill Broadway ïGathered all relevant Public Sector bodies together into a project 
team ïGovia-Thameslink, Network Rail, Barnet Council (consulted with TfL, Highways 
England)

ÅGained £65k funding for feasibility study, to determine best solution

ÅHelped to write bid to Dept for Transport for £8.5m

ÅLobbied with MP in Parliament and with DfT

ÅAwarded funding in April 2019 from ñAccess for Allò scheme 2020-23

We care about where we live!                                                      © Copyright Strictly Reserved



How it will look
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Salcombe Gardens-Regeneration
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6 shabby shops, dirty, broken & uneven paving, 

bollards leaning at all angles, no seating, or greening ï

very sad! Properties: Council Owned

Å Five shop 

fronts 

replaced, 

new signage 

with LED 

lighting.

Å Paving and 

posts 

cleaned & 

reset level

Å Benches and 

trees 

installed

£60k funding secured from 

Mayor of London, Barnet 

Council and local donations.



Pocket Park ïTown Square ïThe Broadway
ÅIdentified lack of meeting/resting place in our Town Centre

ÅDeveloped ñPocket Parkò proposal for funding

ÅRaised £8,000 from Tesco scheme and £12,000 from Barnet Council

ÅProject managed implementation
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